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a Serb king was still popular in Zagreb.    Even the
imprisonment  of Machek had  not  deprived Mm of
popularity.    The   Croats  like  a  king,   they  like  the
attentions of royalty.    So there was no obvious danger
in the King's visit to the capital of the Savska province.
The governor of the province, Perovitch, was a Croat
and the King stayed at the governor's palace.    He was
being received by the ancient Catholic archbishop, Mgr.
Bauer.    With the Queen he would attend divine service
at the cathedral of St. Stephen, a pleasing gesture.    It
was as if he chose to disappoint the Orthodox to gratify
the Catholics.    And he did not come with a parade of
military force.    He came with faith in his personal
security.    It was merely one more effort on the part of
Alexander to show that he was a true Jugoslav and was
as much at home among the Croats as among the Serbs.
The royal car with its Jugoslav pennant left the
governor's palace at a quarter to nine on the morning
of the iyth December.    The people of Zagreb turned
out en masse to shout for their King.    Peasants in their
thousands had rolled up in their carts from all the
country round about.    There were flags and bunting
everywhere.    Cannon boomed a royal salute.   Peter
Oreb was taken aback.    Mobs were shouting "Long
live the King!"    There were no boos, no hisses, no
sullen faces.    Where were the fierce rebels Pavelitch
had promised?   Oreb had taken up a position on one
side of the Jelachitch; Begovitch and Pogorelats were
across the way.    He was to throw the first bomb but
if it failed his confederates were to throw from the other
side.   The masses of the people delayed the progress
of the royal car.   It came forward slowly in a growing
roar of cheers.    Oreb became agitated.    The gun-fire
shocked his nerves.    Being tall, he had an excellent
view  of the  King and   Queen> who were smiling,
smiling in the face of imminent death.   He could not
do it.    He told his companions afterwards that he did
not throw his bombs because so many innocent people